[Nonpalpable testes: laparoscopy for inguinotomy].
The nonpalpable testis refers to the inability to make objective the teste through exploratory maneuvers. These patients have benefited from the laparoscopic approach that previously they could require even a laparotomy. Definitive treatment of nonpalpable testis depends on the laparoscopic findings, being in dispute their resolution in one or two stages. The aim of this study is to assess the incidence and the results after the application of laparoscopy for the treatment of nonpalpable testis in our department. All the cases of nonpalpable testis between 2000-2009 are selected. The age of intervention, laterality, operative findings, treatment performed and the size of the testes in cases operated in two stages are analized. Fifty-eight children are reviewed with a total of 60 testis. Thirty-one cases are left (53.4%), 25 are rights (43.1%) and 2 are bilateral (3.5%). In 32 children the testis is absent or atrophic, in 10 the Fowler-Stephens technique is developed, 8 gonads are next to the internal inguinal ring, 5 are in the inguinal canal and 2 is so high and so hipoplasic that orchiectomy is decided. Of those operated in 2 stages, 9 testes survive after the first time and 7 of them have a normal size 6 months after the second surgery. Laparoscopy is an effective method for diagnosis and treatment of non palpable testis, however, there is still no consensus, for certain locations, to descend the testicle in 1 or 2 stages and if the way is by laparoscopy or inguinotomy.